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The Hirshberg Foundation for 

Pancreatic Cancer Research

Established in 1997 to find

a cure for pancreatic cancer,

in honor of Mr. Ron Hirshberg

who died of pancreatic cancer

in 1997, and the thousands of

people who are diagnosed with

this cancer each yearé.



Presentation

ÅClinical trials ïrecent advances

ÅPancreatic cancer statistics

ÅAberrant signaling and molecular 

alterations in pancreatic cancer

ÅTherapeutic failures 

ÅExamples of potential targets for 

therapeutic trials

ïRepairing the accelerators and brakes

ÅPersonalizing the approach



Rationale for Choosing Targets:

Beyond Chemo- and radiation RX

Å Empirically

Å Mutated at high frequency

Å Overexpressed 

Å Associated with poor prognosis

Å Based on restoring tumor 

suppressor function

Å Based on activating cancer-

directed immunity



Summary of 70 Phase II Evaluations of Melanoma Therapies

(Korn, et al, J Clin Oncol, 2008)



Investigative Ophthalmolgoy and Clinical Science

(All-Ericsson, et al., 2004)

Imatinib Rx



PLX-4032

Rx

JNCI, 09

Tsai, et a., PNAS, 08


